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THE COUNTY ASSEMBLY OF NAKURU
THE HANSARD

Wednesday, 2nd April,  2014

[The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel K. Tonui) in the Chair] 

The Assembly met at the Assembly 

Building at 10.35 a.m.
PRAYERS

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIR
DEADLINES FOR Submitting NOTICES OF MOTIONs
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel Tonui):  Honorable Members, I would like to communicate to you that we should submit our Notices of Motion at least one week earlier. This will allow House Business Committee to peruse the proposed Motion before being laid in the House. There will also be enough time to go through the Motions before they can be laid and debated in the House.    

NOTICE OF MOTION

BUDGET MAKING AT WARD LEVEL
Hon Beatrice Nyawira: Hon Speaker, I wish to give notice of the following Motion:


THAT, aware that the Constitution provides for devolution of government under Article 174, further aware that one of the objects of devolution is to give powers of self-governance to the people and enhance the participation of the people in the exercise of the powers of State in making decisions affecting them; cognizant of the fact that budget allocation and development projects in wards is determined at the sub county level; deeply concerned of the little level of public participation in making decisions at the sub county level; noting the physical distances of the sub county headquarters, cognizant of the fact that financial constraints for most residents hinder travel to sub county headquarters for participation in development plans; this Assembly urges the County Government to move budgets for ward development from sub county level to ward level to enable effective and efficient public participation that will result in projects that are of the people’s choice.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel Tonui):  Thank you very much, hon. Beatrice Nyawira.
MOTION
BUILDING OF SHEDS FOR BODA BODA OPERATORS
Hon. Stephen Kihara: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, for giving me this opportunity to table this Motion.

I beg to move:


THAT, aware that boda boda industry has employed many youth in the county; further aware that the industry is a convenient mode of transport to most unreachable places by vehicles; cognizant of the fact that the rain season has come; deeply concerned that the boda boda operators have no sheds at their pick-up and drop-off points; concerned that exposure to rain can lead to serious ailments which can affect the service provision in the county; this Assembly urges the County Government to construct sheds for the boda boda operators to shelter them from rain and the scotching sun. 
I think all of us come from this county and we are pretty much aware about the contribution that boda boda industry has made. It is one of the most used and sought mode of transport within our county and especially in most unreachable areas and probably when there is a shortage of public transport. We are thinking as a county to operate a 24-hour economy but that will not be possible if people who will be trading throughout the night will not get transport to their homes at late hours. Most of those involved in the industry are youth of this county and we must congratulate them because they have taken a step to employ themselves.  This industry also generates revenue and in fact, in the Finance Act that we passed in this House, the boda boda operators are charged Kshs 300 per month as parking fee. This is a lot of money that they contribute to the economy of our county. 
The rain season has come and we want these people to do their business in a comfortable manner and to feel also that they are being recognized by the County Government which actually taxes them.  It is usually very unfair to tax people and fail to represent them or provide services which they deserve. I urge this hon. House to debate this matter and support this Motion, so that this people who also generate revenue for this county can be served. The revenue goes to service the roads or water. Let us also consider putting sheds for them.
 I beg to move the Motion and ask hon. John Macharia to second.
Hon. John Macharia:  Asante, Bw. Naibu Spika. Kwanza, nataka kumshukuru mheshimiwa Kihara kwa  kuleta Hoja hii ambayo ameangalia na akaona  ni vyema kushughulikia maslahi ya  vijana wetu.  Tukiangalia sekta hii ya boda boda, imeleta fedha nyingi na hata  imewasaidia vijana wengi  kujimudu ili kujipatia riziki yao ya kila siku. Naamini kwamba tunapaswa kuwaunga mkoni ili waishi vizuri. Hasa sisi kama Bunge hili, Wabunge waliwasaidia vijana wetu kupata  leseni. Vijana wengi wameingia sekta hii na tunahitaji kuwaunga mkono kupata  mahali watakapojikinga mvua. Soko zetu kwa mfano, wale wachuuzi wamejengewa vibanda na ni vizuri. Pia, tukipitisha Hoja hii, tutakuwa tumeangalia maslahi ya kiafya ya vijana ambao wanafanya biashara ya boda boda na kuwakinga kutokana na maradhi ya pumu kwani ni bora kuzuia kuliko kuponya. Watu kama hawa watazuiliwa madhara ya magonjwa.  
 Naunga mkono, Bw. Naibu Spika.
(Question proposed)
Hon. James Tuwei: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This is a very important industry where by I believe each and every hon. Member will support the Motion because in every sub county we have not less than 1000 boda boda operators. This is a convenient way to make people reach home very quickly. I want to request that if we pass with amendments, I recommend that the boda boda operators should be registered in every stage for their easy identification and to curtail their engagement in crime
Mr. Deputy Speaker, I hope---- 

      (Loud consultations after a Member’s Mobile phone rung)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel Tonui):  Give the Member a microphone to apologize.
The Leader of Minority (Hon. Daniel Odindo): Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, I apologize to the Member. 

Hon. James Tuwei: I am even lost for words because his phone rings all the time. Our phones should be in silent mode and his has been ringing every time.
Hon Peter Muchiri: Thank you very much, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I would like to support the Motion. The sector is very important and I want to congratulate hon. Kihara, for bringing the Motion in time. 
That sector is being harassed…

Hon. Joshua Muriithi: On a point of order.

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel Tonui):  What is it, hon. Muriithi?
Hon. Peter Muriithi: I had raised my hand.
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel Tonui):  I have seen you. 
Hon Peter Muchiri:  May be he has a point and maybe he will do it later. The security agencies would provide protection for them and identify easily those trying to mess up with the sector. I would request the County Government that instead of harassing boda boda, they give them security.  I request this Assembly to set aside some funds to promote that sector which is employing 90 per cent of the youth in our county.
Hon Peter Muriithi:  Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. I support this Motion by asking the County Government to go further and provide training for these young men because it has become a very important sector.  They should undergo training to abide by traffic rules and security matters because some of them have become criminals. That is the point I wanted to put across.
Hon Florence Njoroge: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, Sir.  I arise to support the Motion and I concur with hon. Kihara for the noble idea. I want to remind hon. Members that when you look at the devolved functions under education, we fought for the first disbursement of our bursaries and we managed to set aside funds for polytechnics and vocational training institutions. As we did so, we were supporting boda boda operators to acquire driving licenses. So it is a noble idea that has to be supported by this Assembly right from the word go until our youth flourish. Even during our campaigns, this group formed the majority of the people that were outside formal employment. We should do some amendments and include insecurity because very often you hear of incidences in which boda boda operators have been murdered.

Hon. Leah Serem: Nataka kuunga Hoja hii. Vijana wa boda boda wako na nguvu na wanatakikana kuangaliwa kwa makini. Kila Mbunge aliwatumia kwenye kampeni zake kote nchini na tunapaswa kuwajengea vibanda ili kuwakinga kutokana na mvua. Pia, tuunde sheria itakayowahakikishia usalama wao. Wakati magari yamegoma, vijana hao husaidia kufikia wa mama mashinani.

(Several hon. Members stood up in their places)

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel Tonui):  You are too many and I will only give two chances. Unless there is anyone who wants to oppose the Motion, then I will give him or her an opportunity to contribute. 

Hon Mujing’a Kariuki: This is a noble Motion but take, for example Nakuru Town, we need to plan because we have not factored the input of the boda boda operators to ensure more consultation. Otherwise I stand to oppose.

 Hon. Florence Njoroge: I stand to inform hon Mujing’a that the Mover of the Motion had done a lot of consultation I included. I have consulted so much with boda boda operators, my supporters, and have identified areas where to construct the sheds. In fact, this Motion is long overdue and Hon Kihara pre-empted my Motion.

(Loud consultations)
Hon. Joseph Ng’ang’a: On a point of information, Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir. As I inform my colleague, I do not want this Motion to become a political gimmick. I want us we realize the content of the Motion. I want to inform the House and Committee on Budget which is in the process…
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel Tonui):  Are you still informing or contributing?
Hon. Joseph Ng’ang’a: I am still informing as well as contributing
The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel Tonui):  You are out of order.
Hon Catherine Waweru: For the good of our people, the sheds should be installed with lights.   

The Deputy Speaker (Hon. Samuel Tonui):  There are three amendments proposed to this Motion;

1. THAT, the boda bodas be registered
2. THAT, the sheds to have lights
3. THAT, Boda boda operators to have licenses  
(Question of the amendment proposed)
(Question on the amendments put and agreed to)
(Question put and agreed to)

The Assembly rose at 11.30 a.m.
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